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Shylock was a Jew. He lived in
Venice. He lent money on interest and
realised it with great severity. Soon, he
became very rich. People disliked him,
particularly Antonto, a young merchant.
Antionio was a very kind — hearted man. He
lent money (o people in distress and would
never take any interest for the money lent;
therefore Shvlock hated him.
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Ashok said that the king's first duty
was to protect the people and to do justice.
and he commanded all his officers o treat
people justly and kindly, and so put right
many wrongs that were done. Kindness was
to be shown to animals too. He built many
hospitals throughout India. both for men and
for animals and made rules for the care of
the aged und poor, so that his laws should be

known everywhere. 4
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